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L I G H T Mankind has been producing artifi-

GQESD I O D E cial light since the light bulb was

invented at the end of the 19% century,
but, for over a hundred years, this success
has been fairly modest. Everything chan-
ged when the enormous power of diodes
was used to create light. Diodes boast
considerably greater efficiency and much
longer lifespan than conventional sources
of light.

Diodes are used as sources of light in a
huge range of applications, such as mobile
phone displays, tail lamps, front headlights
or, to ensure car safety in traffic, as a supe-
rior source of light in traffic lights.

THE AGE OF PHOTONICS

Over the last few years, the diode has be-

come a symbol for a new age in photonics
- it has become an innovative expression

of the future.

Diodes take on a special meaning with re-
gard to lasers: when the term “Light Ampli-
fication by Stimulated Emission of Radia-
tion”, in short LASER, was first used fifty
years ago, the diode laser marked the start
of a new era.

Any questions on lasers or on the industrial
applications of highly innovative diodes?
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